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The book of  Joshua

Part 1: preparing G
od's people





The book of Joshua is not an easy read. Apart from the repeated

encouragement “Be bold and courageous” that we find in chapter 1, there’s

not a lot in Joshua that fits our modern need for a quick devotional fix. 

Few books of the Bible meet as much widespread discomfort in our modern

day world, as the book of Joshua. What do you do with a book that on the

surface appears to be all about divine-sanctioned violence? How do you

square this God who appears in Joshua with the God who shows up in the

Gospels? 

We can easily find ourselves asking, why would anyone today read, let alone

study the book of Joshua?

The Bible is one unified story that points towards Jesus. Each part has a

unique literary style that uniquely contributes to our understanding of who God

is, who we are, and the big redemptive story that we are all living. 
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Stories are important. 

The book of Joshua represents just one chapter in the story of Israel. Never

again is Israel, or the Church for that matter, ordered to take up arms in “holy

war.” 

The story of Israel is the story of the God who made the world and loves His

creation. It is the story of God’s love and faithfulness, as he commits himself to

re-making broken creation and making all things new.The Bible paints Israel as

an ever-evolving character on a long journey with God. 

For us, reading the book of Joshua is a cross-cultural experience. There are

events throughout the book of Joshua that modern readers find shocking and

revolting. If God is love, how can God advocate such violence? But these are

stories that come from a very different world than ours. 

If we forget to read Joshua within the broader story of the Bible, we’ll be

rightfully confused when the people, places and plots respond in unfamiliar

and brutal ways. 

In order to understand the book of Joshua, we first need to reclaim the biblical

story of God’s purpose to bless, reconcile, and heal the nations through his

international, multiethnic kingdom. Through this lens, the stories of judgment

against those forces that stand opposed to this kingdom come into clearer

focus. 

When we are reminded of God’s radical critique of our world’s empires and

their unholy ways, we too begin to recognise why and when God does go to

battle.
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God is good. Not just a little bit good. Not just partially good. Not just

sometimes good and sometimes not. But extravagantly, mercifully, gloriously,

better- than- we- can-imagine good. Even in the midst of tough topics, we can

be assured that God’s goodness is continuous.

The book of Joshua is not a record of historical events from a long forgotten

era, but a book for us today. It is a book that illustrates how believers today can

say goodbye to the old life and enter into their rich inheritance in Jesus. It

explains how we can meet our enemies and defeat them, and claim our riches

in Christ (Eph 1:3). 



The book of Joshua is first and foremost the story of God fulfilling His

promises.

Even though this book is not mainly about the man Joshua, it is helpful to

know a little about him as God spent many years preparing Joshua for his

calling.

Joshua the slave. Joshua was born into slavery in Egypt, and was given

the name Hoshea, which means ‘Salvation’. Moses later changed it to

Joshua which means ‘Jehovah is salvation’. 

Joshua belonged to the tribe of Ephraim and was the firstborn son of Nun

(1 Chron. 7: 20-27). This meant that his life was in danger the night of

Passover, but he had faith in the Lord and was protected by the blood of

the lamb (Ex. 11-12)

The Person & the Promise1.

Bible Passages: Joshua 1
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Joshua the soldier. Joshua was a General with exceptional military skills.

Shortly after crossing the Red Sea, Joshua led Israel as they fought

against their first enemy, Amalek. Unknown to Joshua, this battle was a

testing time when God was examining his faith and courage (Exodus

17:14). Joshua’s conflict with Amalek was preparation for later leading

Israel Into many battles in the promised land. 

Joshua the servant. Prior to leading, Joshua was trained from his youth,

as a special helper serving Moses (Exodus 24:13). When Moses and the

elders of Israel ascended Mount Sinai to see God and eat in His presence,

Joshua was among them (Exodus 24: 9-13). When Moses ascended Mount

Sinai to receive the ten commandments, Joshua was alone with him

(Exodus 32: 17- 35). During Israel’s wilderness journey, Moses had a

special tent set up outside the camp where he could meet with God. It was

Joshua’s responsibility to stay at the tent to guard it (Exodus 33: 7-11). 

Joshua the spy. When Israel first arrived at the border of the Promised

Land, Joshua was among the twelve men sent out to spy the land of

Canaan. Whilst ten spies returned to discourage the people from entering

the land, Caleb and Joshua encouraged Israel to trust God and follow Him

into the land. Whilst the ten spies chose to look at God through the lens of

their difficulties, Joshua and Caleb chose to look at their difficulties through

what they knew about God. Their God was big enough for the battles that

lay ahead. 
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Lead the people into the land 

Defeat the enemy

Claim the inheritance.

Israel would enter the land: God had already given Israel the land. It was

their responsibility now to step out by faith and claim it (Joshua 1:3).

The Promise
God commissioned Joshua to achieve three things: 

1.

2.

3.

God could have sent an angel to do all of these things for Israel. But instead he

chose to use a man and give him everything he needed to get the job done.

Since Joshua had a three fold task to perform, God gave him three special

promises, one for each task. Each of these promises has a lesson for us today

as well. 

1.
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Lesson for today

God has given us ‘all spiritual blessings…in Christ Jesus’ (Eph

1:3). We, too, must step out in faith and claim them. It is impossible

to stand still in the Christian life, for when you stand still, you

immediately start going backward. God’s challenge for His Church

is to keep moving forward into new territory (Heb 6:1)

2. Victory over the enemy. God promised to help Israel to defeat the enemy.

No matter how daunting or powerful the enemy seemed, God assured Joshua

that He would always be with Israel, and would never forsake them (Joshua

1:5). 
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Lesson for today

This is the very same promise that God has given to believers today. The

gospel of Matthew begins with ‘Emmanuel…God with us’ (Matt 1:23) and

closes with Jesus saying ‘Surely I am with you always’ (Matt 28:20).

God’s people can move forward in God’s will and be assured of His

presence.

3. He would divide the land as an inheritance. God assured Israel that He

would be faithful and keep his promises. But before God could fulfill His

promises, Joshua had to exercise faith and ‘be strong and of good courage’

(1:6). 

Lesson for today

God’s promises were not a magical ticket to prosperity, wealth and power,

but rather instruments needed as Israel moved forward into victory in the

battles ahead.

As believers today, we too need to remember to equip ourselves with

God's word and promises, in order to move forward into god's plans and

purposes for our lives. 



Questions to consider
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What are some signs of courage in an ordinary

person? 

Joshua had good reasons to be afraid, but God

gave him better reasons to be courageous.

What are the reasons that Joshua should

choose to be strong and courageous? 



What is something that you have seen or

experienced that helps you trust in the Lord? 

Questions to consider
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The Israelites needed to act on God's promise

by fighting for the land. What is one way that

we need to act on one of God's promises?



Questions to consider

When you know what you should do, but God

doesn't spell out exactly how to do it, what

should be your approach? 
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Throughout the Bible, there are many stories of strong and heroic women. With

their strong faith, these women of the Bible continue to teach us how to live

authentic, faith-filled lives. 

Rahab's story is messy. She had a reputation no woman would ever want: she

was a prostitute. But she was also a woman whose courage and faith in God

would transcend her reputation and place her in the lineage of the Messiah.

For her courageous faith, this woman with a bad reputation was enrolled

among the faithful in the book of Hebrews—the only woman, besides Sarah,

named there (Hebrews 11:31)

James used Rahab as an example of how a character can be transformed by a

living faith that yields works (James 2:25). And eventually, she was no longer

known as the harlot who hid the spies but as the wife of Salmon, the mother of

Boaz, and the ancestor of Jesus (Matthew 1:5–16).

2. A Convert in Canaan
Bible Passages: Joshua 2
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Rahab’s faith set her apart from other women in the Old Testament. Her faith in

action also has many lessons for believers today as we seek to live out our faith.

Courageous Faith (2: 1-7)

Both Hebrews 11:31 and James 2:25 indicate that Rahab put her faith in God before

the spies ever arrived in Jericho.

 

Jericho was one of the many city- states in Canaan, each ruled by a king. The city

covered about eight or nine miles across, and there is archaeological evidence

that suggests double walls, built about fifteen feet apart, protected the city.

Rahab’s house was on the wall (Josh. 2:15)

 

Jericho was a strategic city in Joshua’s plan to conquer Canaan. After taking

Jericho, Joshua could then cut straight across and divide the land, making it much

easier to defeat the south and then the north.

 

Joshua sent two spies into the land, specifically to get information about Jericho.

This was not an act of unbelief and fear, but rather a mission to gather intelligence

before going to battle.

 

Rahab took her life in her hands when she welcomed the spies and hid them. This

was evidence of her faith in God. Had the king discovered her deception, he would

have slain her as a traitor. 
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Rahab’s faith was not hidden, as she risked her life to protect the spies. She was

living by faith and not by sight. She had never seen the wonders that God

performed in Egypt. However, she had faith to believe that Israel's God was more

powerful than all other Canaanite gods. She trusted that He would take care of her

and her family too.

Rahab's faith and conviction gave her the courage to look death in the face—and

live. This courage was born out of an unwavering faith.

Transforming Faith 

Rahab experiences transformation by relying on the Lord. The God of Israel is new

to her, but she demonstrates complete trust in His power and faithfulness. She

acts out of allegiance to Him and his people, and is blessed not only by being

spared from death, but also by being brought into the family of God. The Bible

reveals that Rahab’s legacy continues to transform communities. As the mother of

Boaz, she trained her son to act honourably, protect those who are weaker, and

fulfil family duties.

Rahab most likely passed along the need to protect the innocent and honour

promises. Years later, when Ruth (a beautiful woman and Rahab’s future

daughter-in-law) arrives with Naomi but unaccompanied by a male relative, Boaz

asks his men to watch over her. This directive makes sure that no man takes

advantage of Ruth. Later, when Naomi urges Ruth to bring up marriage to Boaz,

he makes sure that the family honours Israelite promises. First, he presents the

opportunity of marrying Ruth to a kinsman according to protocol, then he fulfils

the promise by marrying her. 
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Covenant Faith

A covenant is simply an agreement between two parties, with conditions laid

down for all parties to obey. Covenants are common in the Old Testament. Before

the spies left, Rahab entered into a covenant agreement with the two spies. Rahab

wasn’t only concerned for her own welfare, but also wanted assurances from the

two spies that would guarantee her own family’s safety. 

The spies didn’t know God’s plans for taking the city, so they couldn’t leave

Rahab with detailed instructions. Often in Biblical covenants, God appoints a

physical ‘token’ to remind people of what has been promised. In the case of

Rahab, she was instructed to hang a scarlet rope out of the window of her house,

which was built into the wall. The colour of the rope is significant. Just as the

blood on the doorposts in Egypt, marked the house where the angel of death was

to pass over, so the scarlet rope marked a house the Jewish soldiers were to

protect.

It is important to note that Rahab and her family were saved by faith in God, not

by faith in the rope hanging out the window. Rahab had to tell all of her family

about the promise of salvation that was coming, which would have been a

dangerous thing to do. Suppose one of those relatives told the king what was

going on. 

The scarlet cord could also have presented danger for Rahab. A scarlet rope

would not have been hidden or inconspicuous. She may have needed to give a

reason for this unusual item hanging out her window, for anyone entering the city

might have seen the scarlet rope and asked about it.

 

Rahab not only brought hope to her family, but she also gave great

encouragement to Joshua and the army of Israel.
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What does Rahab's confession in 2:9-13 tell us

about Rahab's knowledge of Yahweh? 

Questions to consider

What does the story of Rahab teach us about

who God is and the kind of people he saves? 
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What can we be encouraged to do as we reflect

on Rahab's faith? 

Questions to consider

fearless: Studies on Joshua



Theologian Warren Wiersbe states ‘in the Christian life you’re either an

overcomer or you’re overcome, a victor or a victim.’

The theme of ‘Crossing over’ is woven throughout the Old Testament.

Abraham crossed over the Euphrates river at God’s instruction to go to a new

land. Noah and his family crossed over the flood waters covering the world, to

emerge on dry ground. Moses led Israel through the Red Sea, as they left

behind their lives of slavery in Egypt.  In the Bible, crossing over almost always

involved passing through a body of water. 

Here in Joshua 3 and 4, Israel are instructed to follow Joshua through the

waters of the Jordan river, and into their inheritance in the Promised Land. 

3. Kingdom Mission

Bible Passages: Joshua 3-4
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Learning to listen (3: 1-13)

As the people of Israel waited by the Jordan river, they must have wondered what

Joshua planned to do.

 

Up until this point, the pillar of fire had led the way through the wilderness. When

the pillar of fire began to move, the Wilderness Tabernacle was disassembled, the

camp was packed away, and the Israelites would form up in a very specific order,

with the tribes of Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun leading the way (following the fire-

cloud), with Reuben, Simeon and Gad next. Then the Levites would follow in a

middle and protected position, carrying the Tabernacle and all of its furnishings.

The remaining tribes followed the Levites, bringing up the rear of the column.

Up until this moment, every Israelite alive knew of the pillar of fire as their only

source of divine direction. As the Israelites prepare to cross over the Jordan, they

are told that the pillar of fire would no longer lead the way; that era was ending

here on the east bank of the river. 

Lesson for today

Many of us face "personal Jordans" that feel so permanent and powerful

that we don't even try to make it across. Our lives feel stalled, stuck on the

wrong side of God's promises. We read about the abundant life, but can't

make it out of the wilderness.

The great question that loomed over the camp of Israel and over our lives

today is, "Will we walk by sight or by faith? Do we really believe God can

handle the impossible?"
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Instead, the Ark of the Covenant would represent God’s presence and would lead

the arm of Israel from now on. It must have been very unsettling to be called

forward into a new land, with no pillar of fire in sight. Since the people had not

travelled this way before, they needed God to guide them. They were not to

travel too closely to the ark, for the ark was Holy and was a symbol of His

presence. As the people of Israel saw the Ark go before them, they were to be

reminded that their God was going before them and opening up a way. As the

people prepared to enter the new land, God gives them a condition and a

promise. 

The Condition. All of Israel was instructed to ‘Sanctify themselves’. They meant

that everyone bathed and changed their clothes,  and wholly devoted themselves

to the Lord. In the Near East, water was a luxury that wasn’t used too often for

personal hygiene. In Biblical times, the imagery of washing one’s body and

changing clothes symbolised making a new beginning with the Lord. God needed

to cleanse His people before they could truly follow Him. 

The Promise. In return, God promises that He will do wonders among them. As

He opened the Red Seas to deliver Israel from Egypt, so also would He open the

Jordan River, and take them to the Promised Land. The Lord would go with them

into the Land and defeat their enemies, so they could claim their inheritance. 

As God called His people into a new season and a new land, He gave them all the

information they needed to accomplish what He wanted them to do. Israel was 
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called upon to listen to God’s word for their lives, and then trust that His

promises would never fail. 

The Walk of Faith (3:14-17)

During most of the year, the Jordan river was about a hundred feet wide, but at

the spring flood season, the river overflowed its banks and became a mile wide. 

God leads Israel to cross the Jordan River at the worst possible time. A month

earlier, and the river would have been much easier to cross. But in the peak of the

Jordan’s flood season, it would take a supernatural act of God to get Israel across

the river. 

As soon as the priests bearing the ark put their feet into the river, the water

stopped flowing and stood like a wall about twenty miles away upstream. 

Lesson for today

Unless we step out by faith (Josh. 1:3) and get our feet wet, we’re not

likely to make much progress in our faith journey. Each step that the priest

took, opened the waters before them, until they were standing in the

middle of the river on dry ground. As we read of the Israelites crossing the

Jordan river into the Promised Land, we are to be reminded that Jesus

leads us into new seasons and places also. Jesus has already won the

victory and leads us into the inheritance that He has planned for us (1

Cor. 2: 9-10). Let us not be a people who wander aimlessly through the

wilderness as Israel did for forty years. In Hebrews 3-4, the writer urges

believers not to fall short of all that God has planned for them by standing

still in the Christian Life. As we learn to listen to God, we must then also

choose to move forward into the places where He leads. 
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Witness of Faith

God was in control of all the activities at the Jordan River that day. He told the

priests when to enter the river and when to leave and go to the other side. He told

the water when to roll back and when to return. Both the water and people obeyed

hi, and everything worked as God planned. Two heaps of stones were set up as

memorials of Israel’s crossing of the Jordan River: twelve stones at Gilgal. They

were a reminder to the whole world of what God did for His people. The God who

can open the river cares for His people, keeps His promises, goes before them in

victory, and never fails. 

Joshua also set up a monument in the middle of the river. The moment on the

banks of the river reminded Israel that God had opened the Jordan river and

brought them safely across into the Promised land. The monument in the depths

of the river reminded them that their old life was buried and they were now to

walk in newness of life. 

Lesson for today

If you want to claim your spiritual inheritance in Christ, it is important to

listen to God's direction in your life and then get your feet wet!

When we chose to risk and step out in a walk of faith, God will open the way for us

and provide for our needs. 
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What is one challenge that you are currently

facing? 

Questions to consider

Who or what encouraged the people of Israel

to move ahead? How? 
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Questions to consider

What step forward by faith might God be

asking you to take. 
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